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We entered the world of outlaw history through the back door, the far
Southern door. On a vacation in Argentine Patagonia in 1985, we came
upon a ranch, or what was left of it, in Cholila, that had once belonged to
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid (a.k.a. Robert LeRoy Parker and
Harry Longabaugh). Like most people, our knowledge of the outlaws had
been pretty much limited to what we had remembered from the 1969
movie, Bulch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid. That is, Paul Newman was
Butch, Robert Redford was Sundance, and they had gone to Bolivia with
Sundance’s companion, Katherine Ross—playing Etta Place or whatever
her name was—and got themselves shot by a couple of hundred Bolivian
soldiers.

Later, we read up on Butch and Sundance, and found that they had
ranched in Argentina for several years, trying to go straight, and hadn’t
died only in Bolivia. They had died everywhere else, too—the George-
Washington-slept-here phenomenon. The outlaws had been laid to rest all
over South America, all over the American West and once in Paris,
France—an unsolved mystery if there ever was one. Thus began almost
two decades of prowling archives and pestering outlaw researchers.

During this period, there was a resurgence of interest in the Wild
Bunch—Butch and Sundance’s gang—not only by writers in the U.S., but
also in South America, notably in Argentina, where outlaw history
conferences are devoted to the comings and goings of Butch and
Sundance. Argentine expert Marcelo Gavirati contributed Back at the
Ranch to this issue.

We would also like to thank Jeff Burton, Dan Davidson, Donna & Paul
Ernst, Wayne Kindred, Richard Patterson, Jon & Donna Skovlin and Art
Soule, whose work we consulted. The errors, of course, are entirely ours.
And a tip of the hat to Boh Boze Bell for allowing us, in the tradition of
Tom Sawyer, to paint his fence.

— DANIEL BUuck & ANNE MEADOWS
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The Last Supper of Outlaw
Photos. The “Fort Worth Five”
is how this iconic 1900
photograph of a quintet of
Wild Bunch members (left to
right, Sundance Kid, Will
Carver, Ben Kilpatrick,
Harvey Logan and Butch
Cassidy) is known today.
“The Curse of the Fort Worth
Five” would be a more
accurate title. All five men
died violent deaths. Will
Carver was shot to death by
Texas police in 1901. A
wounded, cornered Harvey
Logan commitled suicide in a
Colorado field in 1904. High
in the Andes, a wounded,
cornered Butch Cassidy shot
a wounded, cornered
Sundance, then shot himself.
Ben Kilpatrick survived the
longest, only because he spent
ten years in prison, out of
harm’s way. He died at the
hands of an ice-mallet
wielding express messenger
during a botched Texas

train robbery in 1912.

— PHOTO FROM THE PINKERTON DETECTIVE
AceNcy, TRUE WEST ARCHIVES —

TIME

5 Parker, fater
famous as :
Butch Cassidy, Early1880s = =
isbornin
eaver, Utah.

ranch near Gortez, Golorado.

an older cowboy and smali-time rustler,

pring 1867 L
Harry Longabaugh, June'd, 1887

Féur—yew—ld
Sundance and
his father. Clate

Sundance Kid, is

a letter to a local newspaper, admitting he.
born in Mont

had “dane wrong” but objecting to a
“sensational and partly untrue article”
— Trug West comparing him to Jesse James.

Pennsylvania. -
ARCHIVES — R

~ in Sundance,

0 conencadfoll8
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Bank in Telluride, Colorado. His pals,



- Matt Warner and Torn McGarty, and
pernaps a couple of other young
cowboys, are also involved.

1890-92

Sundance is in Canada, where he
cowhoys on ranches in Alberta and runs a
saloon in Calgary. The 1891 Canadian

- census lists him as a horse breaker.

November 29, 1892

Stndance commits his first major crime,
robbing the Great Northern No. 32 near
Malta, Montana. He and two others get 3
away with less than $100. A

July 4, 1894
Butch is sentenced to two years in pnson
for the theft of a $5 horse. In January

o

1896 he’s
pardoned
and
released.

August 13,
1896

Butch, Elzy
Lay and Bub
Meeks rab the Bank of Montpelrar in
Montpelier, Idaho, in order to raise money
to defend Matt Warner, who is abaut to go
on trial for murder.

1897-1900
Various members of what is commonly

- referred to today as the Wild Bunch

commit robberies in Belle Fourche, South

0S RETRATOS, SENAS PERSONALES Y LA HISTORIA CRIMINAL DE CADA
'IIKD DE LOS INDIVIDUOS SOSPECHOSO0S, SE 7
DAN A CONTINUACION,

Mis Wien largh
g priengdoar,

‘Da'kma: Gastle Gate, Utah; Wilcox,

Wyoming; Tipton, Wyoming; and
Winnemucea, Nevada. Buich and

Sundance may have been in as few as two

robberies together, Where and when the
famous duo first met is a mystery.

Decemher 1900
Butch, Sundance and three band
coileagues, Will Carver, Ben Kilpatrick and
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Harvey Logan, all dressed as prosperous

. husinessmen, have their portrait taken in

Fort Worth Texas,

Butch and Sundance, and Sundance’s
companion Ethel (aka. Etta) Place sail

June 1901

Butch, Sundange and Ethel arrive in the
Cholila Valley, to homestead a ranch. Thay
buy livestock, record their brands and ﬁle

petitions for more land.

May 1905

The trio flees to Chilz when learning an
order has been'jssied to defain Butch and
Sundance on suspicion of cormplicity in an




“After you've started, you
hawve to keep going, that's
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¢ Severely woundedv
Harvey Logan (alias ‘\’
< Kid Curry) killed o
himself rather than \/0

.\ swrrender following i
i aJune 190% train
robbery near

\ Parachute, Colorado.

Sundance and Ethel
had this photo taken
in 1901 at the
De Young Studio in
New York.
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Union Pacific railcar (above) and

safe (right) after the Wild Bunch

dynamited them in a 1900 holdup
near Tipton, Wyoming.

all. The safest way is (o
keep moving ail the lime
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Argentine bank robbery. They were
apparently not involved, but can’t risk
~ being arrested because they're still
w_anted in the us. ;

Late 1905
sundance, using the alias Frank Boyd is
in Antofagasta, in nerthern Ghile, where
Frank Aller, the U.S. vice-consul, bails him
- out of somie difficulby W|th ifie Chilean
- gavernment.,

December 19, 1905

Butch, Sundance and two others (perhaps

Ethel and Robert Evans, a cowboy. from
CGholila) hold up'a bank in Villa Mercedes,
Argentina. They. barely escape,

and spring a holdup i,

exchanging gunfire with the posses that
pursue them toward the Chilean bord_e__r

April 1906
Einel sails from Chile to San Franmsco
California, and disappears.

1906

Butch and Sundance separately make
their way to the Congordia tin mine in
Bolivia, where they work:for a couiple of

_ years. They make friends with assistant

manager Parcy Seibert, who decades later
becomes historian James Horan's chief
informant about the fugitives’ Bolivian
adyentures. ;

some new ploce. In that
o way you keep the other
Jellows guessing.”
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November 12, 1907

Butch writes a letter to his friends at
Goncordia, saying that he (and
presumably Sundance) would like to buy
a ranch near Santa Gruz, in the eastern
lowlands, and settle down.

November 4, 1908

Perhaps fo raise money for their ranching
plans, Butch and Sundance fold up an
Aramayo, Francke & Co. payroll near
Tupiza, in southern Bolivia.

November 6, 1908

Butch and Sundance are trapped and
wounded by a small military patrol in San
Vigente, high in the Andes. Buich shoots
Sundance, then fakes his own life. The
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payroll is recovered among their
POSSEessions.

July 31, 1909

Frank Aller writes the U.S. legationin
L a Paz, Bolivia, saying he understands
that Frank Boyd (Stndance’s alias at
the time) and his companion, Maxwell
(Butch’s alias), were killed in San
Vicente. He requests an investigation
and death certificates. :

Early 1911

Aller receives a report and death
certificates from the Bolivian
government for the two Americans,
whose names are ynknown.
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Wild Buncﬁ’s Hole-in'the-Wall hideout in Wyoming was so remote and untamed, it atiracted Presidential Sportsman Theodore

Roosevelt, as noted by this account in the March 15, 1903, issue of The New York World.

— Courresy DaNiEL Buck ann ANE MEADOWS —
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